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 “And in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority.”  (Col. 2:10) 

 

Read Colossians 2:6-15 
 

Everything about this text speaks to finality.  The issue or challenge in Colossians was whether 
or not who Jesus Christ is and what He did was sufficient to justify, sanctify and glorify His 
people.  The language of verse 8 is one of conquest and its resultant enslavement.  It is in 
contrast to the imagery of verse 15, “When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He 
made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.”  If you see Jesus 
as necessary but not enough, you will be enslaved by those who would denigrate the cross and 
exploit the Christian.  The difference is intentional and severe. 
 
The reason why nothing more than Jesus is necessary is because of whom He is.  Everything 
that answers to God in essence and attribute is woven into the very DNA of Jesus as incarnate 
deity.  Because of who He is and our position in Him, by default we are also completed or 
over-filled.  This is the consistent language of the New Testament.  First John 4:17 speaks to 
this idea as does Galatians 2:20 and Colossians 3:1-4.   If anything and everything we might 
need is answered in Jesus Christ, then why would we add anything or any one to the Christian 
experience?   
 
Jesus Christ is head over those things seeking dominance over us (2:10).  In fact, He disarmed 
those “bullying” elements (2:15).  The persistent appeal of needing more (i.e. you need to be 
circumcised in order to be right) is answered in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  Indeed, 
our struggle against the fallen nature is not defused by any ordinance or work or tradition of 
men, but rather by His cross.  It is nothing we do, but what has been done that provides 
victory over our flesh. 
 
Romans 7 illustrates Romans 6 by using the metaphor of marriage.  In Christ we have died to 
the Law and are now married to another.  We are right now in a one flesh union with Him.  
Romans 6 uses the language of death, burial, and resurrection via water baptism as Paul does 
here in Colossians 2:12.  Water baptism is the symbol, shadow, or sign of spiritual circumcision 
whereby our old fallen sinful nature, our in-Adam identity, is dealt a fatal and final death 
blow.  Thus, what we once were we no longer are although we still have (2:13).  Because God 
does forgive us all our transgressions from the platform of grace, we are fully alive.  He can 
forgive because He died on the cross as a vicarious and victorious offering.  By dying He 
canceled all opposition and then led our enemies out into the open and displayed His victory 
for all to see.   
 
The only condition in all of God’s redemptive provision is its appropriation by faith.  Once 
activated and granted, there is nothing more to be done.  Even here we must walk lightly and 
with caution.  Even our faith must be seen as initiated by God.  There is nothing we do but 
believe, but even here we are restricted from boasting.  Salvation is always and only of the 
LORD. 
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Paul is slowly bringing in the error confronting the Colossian Church.  He will become more 
pointed in the next chapter, but for now he would have us wallow in the richness of His 
provision both in the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 


